
 

 

  Institut d’histoire de la Réformation   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SUMMER COURSE 2018 
From 4 to 8 June  

Constructing Faith, Confessing one’s own Faith. 
Producing and Criticizing Religious Norms in Reformed communities. 

16th-18th century 



— 1 — 

 
 

 
 

University of Geneva 

Institut d’histoire de la Réformation 
Rue de-Candolle 5,  CH − 1211 Genève 4 

he Institut d’histoire de la Réformation is an interdisciplinary research 
centre at the University of Geneva specialising in the history of the 

Reformation era broadly understood. Research fields of its members range 
from the history of Biblical exegesis and of philosophy to socio-cultural and 
political history.   

As well as its own library, the Institute houses the printed and manuscript 
collections of the Musée Historique de la Réformation (16 000 volumes) and 
is located in close proximity to the University Library (over 1,5 million 
volumes of printed books and manuscripts) and the Geneva State Archives.  

Located in the historic core of the University, the Institute provides excellent 
conditions for research in the above-mentioned subjects. Since 1999 it has 
been running an annual summer course for graduate students or recent post-
docs in the fields of History, Philosophy, Literature and Theology.  
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Course description and aims  

he aim of the course is to deepen students’ knowledge of a particular 
topic and to enable them to consider its wider implications via access to 

primary sources and working tools that are less readily available elsewhere. 
Particular attention will be paid to methods of studying intellectual history.  

Throughout the course students will have direct contact with faculty 
members. A certificate of successful completion will be issued on request, if 
there is clear evidence of active participation in the afternoon seminars and of 
careful reading of assigned texts. Students in a Master’s program may receive 
a certain number of credits. These could be conditional on extra assignments, 
depending on the requirements of their own university.  

Applicants are also encouraged to combine, if possible, attending the course 
with a longer stay devoted to their own research. The Institute may offer 
financial assistance for those whose own resources or university programs do 
not permit them to pay for a longer stay in Geneva, of course only to the 
extent that such a stay is necessary for their research. For more details 
regarding financial aspects, see below.  
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Summer Course 2018 
 

Constructing Faith, Confessing one’s own Faith. 
Producing and Criticizing Religious Norms in Reformed communities. 

16th-18th century 

 
4-8 June 2018 

Instructors : 
Maria-Cristina Pitassi, Daniela Solfaroli Camillocci,  

in collaboration with Christian Grosse 

rom the beginning of the Reformation, a great number of norms were 
produced in order to define new evangelical communities, be it for their 

own identification or for their denunciation and persecution by institutions 
responsible for the defense of traditional faith. In the early modern age 
articles and confessions of faith, catechisms and prayers played an essential 
role in the conflictual construction of Christian confessions, as well as in the 
relations between religion and politics. The liturgical protocols and 
disciplinary bodies created new spiritual and social links and barriers ; they 
regulated individual and collective behavior, marking relations between 
individuals and the community. 

Long considered above all through the prism of the history of institutions and 
theological doctrines, these various textual productions today constitute the 
object of new approaches, from a social, cultural and intellectual perspective. 
These new trends of research highlight the importance of these sources in the 
study of markers of identity which define and represent religious affiliations, 
but also in the study of intellectual criticism of the connections between 
religion and politics and of the religious tensions within confessions. 
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The objective of this intensive course is to adopt a critical approach to 
sources and to trends in research. We will put an emphasis on case studies 
and focus upon how they connect to particularly significant religious debates. 

Firstly, we will begin by examining aspects of controversies relating to the 
definition of distinct characteristics considered by Christian communities as 
expressions of the Church. Secondly, we will investigate the question of 
liturgies through the study of the ritual reorientation of baptism and marriage, 
two religious celebrations which were particularly controversial across confes-
sional lines. Thirdly, we will examine catechisms, which were simultaneously 
understood as “doctrinal laboratories”, as pedagogical tools, and as objects of 
criticism by Reformed Latitudinarian theologians. Finally, we will consider 
confessions of faith, which, from the end of the 17th century, were objects of 
a dogmatic crystallization and, in the first decades of the 18th century, of a 
criticism which questioned their legitimacy and usefulness. 

The last day of the course will be devoted to the analysis of consistorial 
registers of the French-speaking part of Switzerland. By the study of a 
significant selection of consistorial sources, which will allow us to 
problematize the use of writing as a means of religious and social control, 
participants will be led to consider religious and social norms – in relation to 
the development of consistories – as cultural productions resulting from a 
process of negotiation. This final day will be the opportunity to judge how far 
it is possible to apply interpretative categories taken from cultural studies to 
these sources. Were Reformed consistories seen as bodies which imposed a 
collection of rules of faith and behavior, or as institutional spaces within 
which was negotiated a collective consensus concerning norms of conviction 
and behavior ? 
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Program 
Monday 4 June : Introduction. The faith of the believer and the faith of the 
Church: producing and censoring religious norms in the confessional age 
(Maria-Cristina Pitassi and Daniela Solfaroli Camillocci).  

 Seminar — Study of selection of relevant texts  
 

Tuesday 5 June : Baptism and Marriage : the liturgical redefinition of spiritual 
and social links between believers (Daniela Solfaroli Camillocci). 

 Seminar — Study of selection of relevant texts  
 

Wednesday 6 June : The pedagogy of faith : competing catechisms from the 16th 
to the 18th century (Maria-Cristina Pitassi and Daniela Solfaroli Camillocci). 

 Seminar — Study of selection of relevant texts  
 

Thursday 7 June : A “Huguenot papacy” ? The debate concerning confessions 
of faith in Reformed spheres between the end of the 17th century and the 
beginning of the 18th century  (Maria-Cristina Pitassi). 

 Seminar — Study of selection of relevant texts  
 

Friday 8 June : Discipline and social control or regulation and negotiation ? 
Norms as a collective cultural production (Christian Grosse).  

 Seminar — Study of selection of relevant texts  

 
  



— 6 — 

Linguistic requirements  
Instruction will take place in French. All candidates are required to have 
sufficient competence in this language to follow lectures. They may take part 
in discussion in French or in English. Those who feel uncertain about their 
level of linguistic competence should contact one of the faculty members 
before applying.  

Funding  
Instruction is free of charge. The Institute will provide and pay for half-board 
(lunch and breakfast during the course days) and lodging, but won’t be able 
to contribute towards the travel costs of applicants.   

Application  
The duly completed application form (to be filled out on Internet), a brief 
statement indicating your reasons for applying for the course, a curriculum 
vitae, a brief outline of the doctoral dissertation or post-doctoral research work 
whenever relevant, and two recommendation letters signed (PDF) should be 
sent to the email address Marlene.Jaouich@unige.ch, by 6 March 2018. All 
applications will be reviewed, and candidates will be notified of their acceptance 
or rejection for the program by 16 March 2018. Nota bene : students who have 
completed an Institute summer course in the past need not provide 
recommendation letters but they do need to complete the on-line application 
form on our Web site. 

 

https://formulaire.unige.ch/outils/limesurvey2/index.php/543222?lang=fr
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Instructors 

Maria-Cristina Pitassi,  lic. phil. (Bologne), DEA en histoire de la 
philosophie (Parme), docteur ès lettres (History – Geneva), DEA en théologie 
(Genève), full professor and present director of the Institut d’histoire de la 
Réformation. Areas of expertise: history of theology, of philosophy and of 
biblical exegesis, 17th-18th centuries.  
 

Daniela Solfaroli Camillocci,  lic. lettres (Pisa), doctorat in early modern 
history (Scuola Normale Superiore, Pisa), DEA en études réformées (Geneva). 
Associate professor at the Institut d’histoire de la Réformation. Main areas of 
research : early modern religious life and culture, history of Christian spiri-
tuality ; history of women and gender, 16th-17th centuries. 
 

Christian Grosse, lic. lettres (University of Geneva), doctorat in modern 
history (University of Geneva), full professor of history and anthropology of 
modern Christianities at the Institute of History and Anthropology of 
Religions (FTSR, University of Lausanne). Areas of specialization : history of 
confessional cultures and religious coexistence during early modernity ; 
history of anthropology and history of religions in the modern era.  
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