
Social norms and state rule control sexual identities and
practices, but also their various modes of expression in
urban spaces. The politics of regulating bodies – in both
their social and biological dimensions – most strongly
affect those that are seen as deviating from commonly
accepted heteronormativity.

By concentrating different people, interests and activities
but also the power relationships associated to these
different entities, cities function as preferred spaces for
socio-political models' (re)production. These models
give rise to urban spaces that are more or less hostile to
people on the basis of their gender and/or sexuality.
Spaces of exclusion of sexual dissidents and
coextensive spaces of resistance are behind a moral
geography that this thesis will question from  the position
of two post-colonial African cities marked by recent
conflicts, major urban and demographic expansion, and
strong inequalities giving rise to various social demands,
including those relating to identities.​

Côte d'Ivoire and DRC share an ambiguous legal
contexts where there is no condemnation of LGBT+
identities, but where some practices are relegated to the
private sphere to respect the legislation on ‘indecent
exposure’, ‘unnatural practices’ and ‘good moral
standards’. As a result, gender and sexual dissidents have
to play on different registers of (in)visibility to enable
livability in the city. This occurs through developing an
inventive and pragmatic way of urban space and time
(re)appropriation that shapes the environments in which
sexual dissidents exist and move around (e.g. strategic
choice of location for establishments, code-swifting
between night and day, use of a language reserved for
the initiated, etc). 
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Here, reflection begins where the quest for a
planned urban order 'from above' ends by
interrogating how on how marginalised people
and communities experience everday life,
state power, and access to urban ‘public’
spaces very differently depending of their
social caracteristics - among which sexual
orientation and/or gender expression. 

To (literally) visualise spatial and social
dynamics and agencies that shape power
relations in the access to and use of urban
spaces in Abidjan and Kinshasa, this study
proposes an interdisciplinary analysis from a
feminist, decolonial and queer perspective,
focusing on everyday life using participatory
visual ethnography tools during six months
fieldwork in each city:
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To what extent, do the power relations
at play around sexual and gender
dissidence in the city shape urban
spaces and the postcolonial State? 

How can the local study of sexual and gender
dissidence from the perspective of the
postcolonial city help to sketch out new
political horizons and global epistemological
potentialities for thinking differently about
sexualities, the urban and the political – as
well as their entanglement?

The primary theoretical goal of this thesis is then
to uncover to what extend urban inequalities
impact sexual dissidents' right to the city - i.e
urban resources, water, housing, land, or urban
transport - but also their urban subjectivty - i.e
ways of being, loving and thinking (in) the
postcolonial city.

Semi-structured interviews
Participatory observation
Ethnographic interviews
Participatory mapping
Relief Map (Rodó-de-Zárate 2014b; 2014a)
Photovoice
Capturing the urban soundscape across the city
(soundwalking) 
Photography of street scenes, objects and built
environments
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