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Prof Piero Olliaro is MD with post-graduation in infectious diseases (Pavia, IT), MA (Oxford, UK), PhD 

(Pavia, IT), HDR (Habilitation à Diriger les Recherches, Grenoble, FR). He is Membre Etranger de 

l’Académie de Médecine (French Academy of Medicine) and was Newton-Abraham professor 2014-15 with 

Lincoln college, University of Oxford. He has dual nationality – Italy and Switzerland. 

He is full professor and chair of Infectious Diseases of Poverty at the University of Oxford, UK and Director 

of Science of the International Severe Acute Respiratory and Emerging Infection Consortium (ISARIC), 

Pandemic Sciences Institute, Oxford, UK. His current primary area of work is epidemic preparedness and 

response – including clinical research in covid-19, plague, Lassa fever, monkeypox, and other high-

consequence infectious diseases. Other research subjects covered throughout his career are diagnosis, 

treatment, and prevention of neglected tropical diseases (primarily: leishmaniasis, schistosomiasis, soil-

transmitted helminths, dengue), malaria, tuberculosis.   

Previously, he worked for 25 years for the World Health Organization (WHO) and led Intervention and 

Implementation at the Special Programme on Research and Training in Tropical Diseases (TDR). He is 

author of over 420 peer-reviewed articles (Scopus H-index 90) and numerous other documents and reports. 
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