
Master of Science 

in Statistics


Welcome session

September 2023

GENEVA SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS  
AND MANAGEMENT

Research Center for Statistics



UNIGE grading scale and information on exams

❖ UNIGE grading scale is based on 6.00 (0.00 to 6.00 with ¼ of point, for example: 
3.50, 4.00, 4.25 etc);


❖ 4.00 is the minimum grade to obtain (ECTS) credits;


❖ If you obtain the minimum grade of 4.00, you can not retake the exam to improve 
your grade;


❖ For grades between 3.00 and 3.75 (including the extrema), you have the possibility to 
validate up to 9 (ECTS) credits maximum (10% of the degree);


❖ There are three exam sessions: January/February, May/June and August/September.
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Co-requisite courses

❖ Some students have to complete and succeed in some complementary courses 
(so-called co-requisite) in addition to the courses in the master curriculum; 


❖ To pass each co-requisite course, you need to obtain at least the 
minimum grade 4.00 by August/September of your 1st year; 


❖ You should register to the co-requisite courses directly on student intranet - link 
found on page https://www.unige.ch/gsem/en/students/forms/ Remark - you 
cannot register to these courses on your student portal.


❖ The co-requisite courses provide lawful credits. 


❖ Remark: to complete the Master, you need to achieve 12 (ECTS) credits by the 
end of the 1st semester and 30 (ECTS) credits by the end of your 1st year.
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RULES  - Conditions for success
❖ By the end of your first semester of study: you need a minimum of 12 (ECTS) credits in order to continue 

the Master cursus and avoid to be sidelined from the Master program (art 19 al.1a of the Regulation of 
GSEM);


❖ By the end of your first year of study: you need a minimum of 30 (ECTS) credits  (art. 19 al.1b of the 
Regulation of GSEM);


❖ As soon as you can, you need to define a master thesis project through informal contacts with the 
master program's teachers


❖ No later than the end of the fourth semester (end of retake exam session in August/September) : 
The project must be approved by the master thesis director(s) and, if necessary, the internship supervisor. 
The project is then submitted to the Master in Statistics Scientific Committee for approval (by email to the 
program director, with the master thesis director copied in).

❖ The fifth semester of study is the latest deadline to obtain the 90 (ECTS) credits required (see art 8 al. 2 of 
the Regulation of GSEM).


For additional info look at:


https://www.unige.ch/gsem/en/students/regulations/bachelor-master/masters/ 
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RULES - Examination attempts 

❖ Mandatory courses: 2 attempts maximum

1 registration = 2 attempts 


❖ Elective courses : 4 attempts maximum

2 registrations = 4 attempts 
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Master thesis – timeline overview

Semesters 1 
to 3:  

informal 
contacts 
between 

student and 
teachers

No later than 
the end of 

Semester 4: 
Dissertation 
project to be 
submitted to 
the Scientific 

Committee for 
approval

Max 30 days 
after the 
project 
deposit: 

  
 Feedback of 
the Scientific 

Committee on 
the proposal

Ongoing work 
of the 

Student… 

No later than 8 
weeks before 

end of the 
Semester 5: 

 Submission of 
the dissertation

The sooner 
the better…

Reference documents : 

➢ Regulation of Master programs (art. 17)

➢ Study plan 23-24 

➢ Application directives

➢ Master thesis Guidelines



Fall 2023 timetable 



Spring 2024 timetable 



Some remarks
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1. Machine Learning becomes compulsory from this year on (Fall semester)


2. Seminar series no longer compulsory, but highly recommended 

3. You have 18  ECTS for elective courses:


• Mathematically (theory and methods) oriented 

• Application oriented

• From other faculties and/or Universities …

• At the RCS: I draw your attention to F.A.S.T. (OFS external lecturers) 

which has a new format and syllabus, with topics related to the use of ML 
techniques in official statistics. This is connected to the course 
“Experimental Design: theory and practice” (Nestlé external lecturer)


4. Consider wisely the load of your semester. 

Ask the 

Scientific 

Committee



NEED HELP ?

Contact Karine Rama


By email : gsem-statistics@unige.ch


    or at GSEM Student Services

	                      Uni Mail – 3rd floor
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