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CONFIDENTIALITY 
 
Companies/institutions that agree to provide information for a Master Thesis do so freely. In doing so, 
they demonstrate their trust in the absolute discretion of the students and the University. To avoid any 
misunderstanding, candidates are reminded that: 
 

• The proposals and conclusions of their work are their responsibility and in no way those of 
the University or its bodies; this must be stated on the cover page of the Master Thesis. 

• The text, while remaining the students’ property, must not be disseminated by any means 
without the express permission of the company/institution. If such authorization has been 
formally given, publication of the Master Thesis is nevertheless subject to the prior 
agreement of the Master Thesis Director with regard to the scientific and/or didactic 
aspects of the work. 

• In the event of professional and/or commercial use of all or a part of the Master Thesis, the 
intellectual property rights of the work shall normally remain with the author(s); the rights of 
the University and its representatives are nevertheless reserved. 

• The students owe the company/institution a duty of confidence. The information 
communicated to them, as well as any information directly or indirectly pertaining to the 
company's activity, is considered strictly confidential unless the company's management 
expressly declares otherwise.  

• The student is reminded of Articles 321 and 162 of the Swiss Penal Code: 

 
o Article 321 (1) : "…seront punis de la même peine les étudiants qui auront révélé un 

secret dont ils avaient eu connaissance à l'occasion de leurs études. La révélation 
demeure punissable alors même que le détenteur du secret a achevé sa profession ou 
qu’il a achevé ses études." 

o Article 162 : "…celui qui aura révélé un secret de fabrication ou un secret commercial 
qu'il était tenu de garder en vertu d'une obligation légale ou contractuelle, celui qui 
aura utilisé cette révélation à son profit ou au profit d'une tiers, sera, sur plainte, puni 
d’une peine privative de liberté de trois ans de plus ou d’une peine pécuniaire." 

• The teachers in charge of supervising and/or evaluating the work are bound by the duty of 
secrecy. 


