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You made a great choice coming to the 

University of Geneva!

• As of August 

2024, the 

University of 

Geneva is the

– Third most 

highly-ranked 

University in 

Switzerland

– 58th in the 

World



You made a great choice studying 

wealth management and finance at the 

University of Geneva!

• The Geneva 

Finance Research 

Institute (GFRI), 

whose members 

teach most of the 

courses in the 

GEMWEM 

program, is 

among the world’s 

leading finance 

research centers



You made a great choice studying 

wealth management and finance at the 

University of Geneva!

• GEMWEM 

third highest 

ranked 

Masters in 

Wealth 

Management 

(According to 

Eduniversal)



Contacts

➢ Martin Hoesli and Philipp Krüger: Program Directors (to be contacted 

through gsem-masters@unige.ch)

➢ Margot Richert: Program Coordinator, gsem-masters@unige.ch

➢ Margaux Biermé: GSEM Academic Advisor/Counselor, gsem-

masters@unige.ch

➢ Tatjana Stanic: GEMWEM Community Manager, 

Tatjana.StevanovicStanic@unige.ch

mailto:gsem-masters@unige.ch
mailto:gsem-masters@unige.ch
mailto:gsem-masters@unige.ch
mailto:gsem-masters@unige.ch
mailto:Tatjana.StevanovicStanic@unige.ch


Some Useful Links

➢ Information about the GEMWEM can be found here

➢ https://www.unige.ch/gsem/en/programs/masters/wealth-management/

➢ Information about the Geneva Finance Research Institute (GFRI) and the 

professors

➢ https://www.unige.ch/gfri/

➢ For all administrative matters

➢ https://www.unige.ch/gsem/en/students/

➢ Also check out the following video regarding administrative steps at GSEM

➢ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A4LPpP4TByI&list=PLkeCEy4MUH

zKe7cGTuzf1UoT3MUuyShFn

https://www.unige.ch/gsem/en/programs/masters/wealth-management/
https://www.unige.ch/gfri/
https://www.unige.ch/gsem/en/students/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A4LPpP4TByI&list=PLkeCEy4MUHzKe7cGTuzf1UoT3MUuyShFn
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A4LPpP4TByI&list=PLkeCEy4MUHzKe7cGTuzf1UoT3MUuyShFn


A Rewarding Experience

➢ A three-semester master’s degree program 

➢ Combination of Finance & Law training

➢ Innovative course content & new teaching methods with hands on data

➢ Integration of theory with real-world practice

➢ A dedicated faculty of international reputation rich in academic, research, and 

industry experience

➢ Committed to highest standards of ethics



Curriculum

➢ 90 ECTS  

➢ 3 Semesters

➢ 6 compulsory core courses, 36 ECTS 

➢ 2 tracks/concentrations: Finance or Law

➢4 courses within a track, 24 ECTS

➢ 2 elective courses, 12 ECTS

➢Any course in the Finance or Law track can be selected as an 

elective course if not validated as a track course.

➢ Master Thesis or Internship thesis (with oral defense), 18 ECTS 



Core courses (First part)

Source: Study plan



Track courses (Finance)

Source: Study plan



Track courses (Law)

Source: PLAN D'ÉTUDES

Source: Study plan



Core courses (Second part)

Source: Study plan



Elective courses

• Any course in the Finance or Law track can be selected as an elective course 

if not validated before as a track course.

• Elective courses can be taken in the first and the second part of the master.

• Given that 30 credits should be validated per semester, the ideal structure is 

as follows:

• First semester : 2 core courses, 2 track courses, 1 elective course

• Second semester: 2 core courses, 2 track courses, 1 elective course

• Third semester : 2 core courses, thesis

• Please consult the study plan for a detailed list of elective courses that can be 

chosen. In case you want to deviate from the above structure, please contact 

the student counselor to ensure that it is consistent with the study plan.



New Courses

• Winter Semester

– Instruments financiers et structures de détention (LAW)
– Mondays, 16h15-18h (Uni-Mail M R040), Professor Liégois

This course explores legal aspects regarding financial instruments and common 
ownership structures in business, including stocks, bonds, derivatives, and 
structured products.

• Spring Semester

– Philanthropy
– Fridays, 14:15-16:00 (Uni-Mail M 5189), Professor Ugazio

This course provides an introduction to philanthropy. The course also explores how 
behavioral science explains philanthropic decisions and elaborate on how data 
science can support philanthropic organizations in various ways.



Special Courses

• Learning to Teach Finance A and B (6 ECTS)
– Objective: Give students the opportunity to develop teaching and research skills

– Under the close supervision of a professor, students will perform tasks such as

1. Tutoring and teaching assistantship: running exercise sessions and tutorials, marking 

assignments/essays/project presentation, elaborating education material/ case studies/webinar/ 

MOOC, external teacher coordination.

2. Research assistantship: research support, data warehousing.

3. Event organization: Active participation in organizing important events including conferences, 

workshops, seminars.

• You can take either course A (Fall) or B (Spring), not both.

• In case you are interested in the course(s), contact Professor Krüger 

(philipp.krueger@unige.ch)

mailto:philipp.krueger@unige.ch


Thesis

• According to the study plan, thesis should be 
written in the 3rd semester

• Thesis counts for 18 ECTS

• Two options

1. Master thesis (under supervision of a professor)

2. Internship thesis (as part of an internship, primarily 
under the supervision of a practitioner)



Objectives of the Master Thesis

• The Master Thesis is the crowning achievement of 
your masters' studies

• It provides you with the opportunity to showcase your 
academic maturity

• The objective is to examine that you 

1. have understood and assimilated the content of the 
courses

2. are capable of independently structuring and writing a 
research paper



Master Thesis

• If you want to write a thesis with a professor in your 

third semester, you need to submit the ‘Master Thesis 

Project Announcement’ through the Master Platform 

by June 2nd

– More information see official documents on GSEM website

• We will organize a separate information session on 

the master thesis during the Spring semester. 

(ZOOM)



Some advice regarding the thesis

• In case you want to write an “internship thesis”, you need to find 
your own internship position. Start looking early!!

• Read the financial press (Financial Times, The Economist, 
Bloomberg, Wall Street Journal, etc.) to get a sense of what are 
currently “hot” (i.e., important) topics in economics, finance, and 
wealth management

• Go talk to professors after their lectures in case you are 
interested in writing a thesis in their area and discuss ideas with 
them
– Do not ask them for ideas

– Do discuss your own ideas with them and ask them what they think



Study Rules

• Please carefully read the study rules and 

regulations available at:

https://www.unige.ch/gsem/en/students/regulations/

• UNIGE rules are very strict about cheating, plagiarism 

or fraud in exams, reports, case studies, thesis, etc.

https://www.unige.ch/gsem/en/students/regulations/


Generative AI

• Please 

carefully read 

the University’s 

statement on 

the use of AI

• Consult the 

resources 

made available

https://www.unige.ch/en/university/politique-generale/statement-ai/

https://www.unige.ch/en/university/politique-generale/statement-ai/


Registration to Courses & Exams 

• You need to register for courses by October

• For exact deadlines and details: see general presentation by student 

counselor, official documents on GSEM website, FAQ, students office, etc.

• Important: If you take Law courses (i.e., law track), you also need to 

enroll in the Law faculty.

• If you have questions regarding this: contact gsem-masters@unige.ch

mailto:gsem-masters@unige.ch


Formal Meetings

• FORMAL: Steering Committee 

– Program Directors, Program Coordinator, students (delegate and deputy-

delegate)

– There are already students from 2nd year

– Please coordinate and send the names of the Delegate and of the Deputy to 

Ms. Margot Richert (gsem-masters@unige.ch) by September 29th 

– if there is a need for an election, you should organize it between yourselves

– Meeting date to be announced soon

mailto:gsem-masters@unige.ch


Databases and course material

➢Eikon/Datastream (Library/GSEM)

➢Additional data available via Nuvolos platform

➢Also used by some professors in their courses

➢Course material made available via Moodle

➢moodle.unige.ch



DATACAMP



DATACAMP



SFI CERTIFICATION

Swiss Finance Institute (SFI)

• one of the major European providers of education in banking 

and finance offering a wide variety of high-quality education 

programs and allowing for a tailormade response to the 

needs of banking and finance professionals

❑ SFI Certification

• Students should successfully complete 36 ECTS of Finance 

courses taught by SFI Faculty members

• To see, which professors are SFI faculty members, see here: 

https://www.sfi.ch/en/faculty?university=28&q=&p=1

https://www.sfi.ch/en/faculty?university=28&q=&p=1


Awards
NATIXIS FOUNDATION PRIZE FOR

BEST MASTER'S THESIS IN QUANTITATIVE FINANCE 

• Natixis Foundation for Quantitative Research offers every year the Natixis 

Foundation Prize for the best master thesis.

• Natixis encourages research in the broad field of mathematical finance: 

• capital markets, actuarial finance & insurance, quantitative asset 

management, risk management, financial econometrics & 

statistics…

• The Program Directors chose one or two best master theses. 

• The Scientific Committee of Natixis selects the laureates.

• For all awards, the students will receive the relevant information by 

e-mail.



GFRI SEMINAR SERIES 

• The Geneva Finance Research Institute 

organizes Finance research Seminars.

https://www.unige.ch/gfri/research

• Students are invited to attend

• For more information contact Ms. Sandy Haldimann

Sandy.Haldimann@unige.ch

https://www.unige.ch/gfri/research
mailto:atSandy.Haldimann@unige.ch
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CFA Affiliation 

• Scholarships for the CFA exams

• Access to materials

• CFA Career Mentoring Program

• GEMWEM has been awarded the 

CFA Certificate in ESG Investing

Contact for all CFA related questions:

 Michal Paserman Michal.Paserman@unige.ch 

(GFRI Executive Education Manager)

since January 2023

mailto:Michal.Paserman@unige.ch


Course: CFA Global Research 

Challenge
• CFA Research Challenge (Fall 2024, 6 ECTS)

• CFA Advanced Research Challenge (Spring 2025, 3 ECTS)

Faculty advisor: Prof. Norman Schürhoff, UNIL 

UNIGE coordinator: Dr. Michal Paserman

• Teams of 3-5 students

• Thursday, 12:30 – 14:00 at HEC Lausanne/Zoom
– First lecture: Next Thursday (19/09/2024)

• Interested? Send an email to Dr. Paserman by September 
19th

Michal.Paserman@unige.ch

• Prerequisites: Good knowledge of corporate finance, 

valuation and accounting

• Registration deadline: 03/10/2024

mailto:Michal.Paserman@unige.ch
https://www.cfainstitute.org/en/societies/challenge


Chartered Alternative Investment 

Analyst Association (CAIA)

CAIA is the world leader in alternative investment 
education with alternatives currently representing 
more than $10 trillion in AUM.  
https://www.caia.org/about-caia

• Scholarships for exams (all levels)

• Guest lectures with the Geneva Chapter

• Competitions Contact Michal.Paserman@unige.ch

 (GFRI Executive Education Manager)

https://www.caia.org/about-caia
mailto:Michal.Paserman@unige.ch


Career Development

GFRI Career in Finance Development Program

• Spring semester

• Career panels, job interview simulations with 

Michael Page

Contact Michal.Paserman@unige.ch (GFRI 

Executive Education Manager)

mailto:Michal.Paserman@unige.ch
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Stay connected: Follow us on LinkedIn!
As you embark on this exciting journey, we 

encourage you to follow us on LinkedIn:

• Connect with future employers: Meet and 

engage with potential employers and 

finance professionals.

• Build your professional network: 

Strengthen your connections with alumni, 

professors, and professionals in the field of 

Wealth Management.

• Stay informed: Keep up-to-date with the 

latest news and events.

• Career opportunities: Be the first to hear 

about internships, job openings, and 

professional development opportunities 

through our posts.



Questions?
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A word from the 2nd year delegate

1. Informal get-together today 

– Where: Bar de La Plage, Bd Carl-Vogt 44, 1205 Genève, Switzerland

– When: TODAY (Time, tbc)

2. Whatsapp Chat Group

• https://chat.whatsapp.com/ECDvr4qHQSlD1l40zSjbzx

https://chat.whatsapp.com/ECDvr4qHQSlD1l40zSjbzx
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