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As we look back at the ordinance of power during colonialism, we realize how the relations 
between colonial and colonized subjects were based on the deregulation of protocols and on 
object appropriation.  

Local authorities were deprived of jurisdiction over their communities but also of their symbolic 
and textual practices. Objects and rituals have a lot to add to this reflexion, as they remind us 
of what was changed, obliterated and moved. Women were strongly impacted by such 
circumstances.  

Are postcolonial societies finding new answers to these old problems?  

In our presentation we will elaborate, though not exclusively, on the following topics:  

1) how does postcolonial power define and adjust to traditional rule;  

2) what are the links between ceremonial objects and political legitimacy;  

3) which rituals, artistic and performative expressions are women-centered and how do they 
express political authority.   
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