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 When is health coverage truly universal? 
A case study of Chinese internal migrant workers

Since the launch of China’s healthcare reform, its progress towards achieving Universal Health 
Coverage (UHC) has been lauded as an exemplary model by the United Nations. However, 
for the 285 million internal migrant workers of China, this «floating population» have a health 
insurance that does not cover healthcare costs. From legal and public health perspectives, this 
case study is an opportunity to let us reflect on the question of true UHC, as well as what it 
means to public and global health.
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