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tips to make them clear & attractive



figures from scientific articles : make them clear & attractive

Reviewers and

editors often

look at your

figures before

reading your paper. It is essential

to make sure this first impression

is a good one.

DPI is used only for

bitmap files, but not

for vector files. You can

check the DPI by right

clicking on your image (Windows) or

with the Preview application (macOS).

www.data-to-viz.com

is a dynamic decision

tree that leads you to

the most appropriate

graph for your data.

When working with

images, avoid saving

them in .jpg. This

degrades the resolution

of the image.



See the article by

Rossner & Yamada

2004 JCB for more info

on incorrect image

manipulation.

Choose a legible font,

preferably a Sans-serif

font. Make sure that

the font size is large

enough.

To learn more about

the misuse of colour

reads the instructive

paper from Crameri et

al. Nat Commun 2020.

Do not trust defaults of

Excel, GraphPrism or

R. Always rework your

graphs.



Let your figure breath.

Ensure enough white

space between the

different elements

composing the panel.

You have seen your

data too often to get

an unbiased view. Ask

other people which

elements they see first

and what key message they understand

from your figure. And then adapt it.
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