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QUESTIONNAIRE FOR PARTICIPANTS OF THE EUROPEAN SOCIAL FORUM IN ATHENS 2006

This questionnaire is part of the project /Democracy in Europe and the Mobilisation of Society/ (Demos)
which is being carried out by scholars from six European countries. The Demos project focuses upon
the movement that developed in opposition to neo-liberal globalisation and in favour of more
democratic, political practices. If you want to learn more about the research group and read the first
results of our research, please visit the project website at http://demos.iue.it. If you have any questions,
proposals or comments, you can write to us at demos@iue.it. We thank you in advance for helping us
and for the time spent filling in this questionnaire

-- The data will be treated anonymously --

1. Have you ever participated in any protest/demonstration of the global movement (global
justice movement, for a globalization from below, for another globalization, hereafter ‘global
movement’) prior to this European Social Forum?

no once between 2 between 6 more than
and 5times  and 10 times 10 times
o 1A 1N | s 4Q

2. If so was at least one of them a protest/demonstration in a country other than your country
of residence (prior to this ESF)?

1@ Yes od No

3. To what extent do you identify with the global movement?

not at all a little quitealot  very much
od 1a 2 34

4. Have you been or are you planning to go to the Autonomous Spaces in the city centre?
1 Yes od No 9l | have not heard of Autonomous Space

5. Have you engaged in any of the following activities within the last five years?
(please tick all that apply)
a Tried to persuade someone to vote for a political party
Worked in a political party
Signed a petition/public letter
Attended a demonstration
Handed out leaflets
Took part in a strike
Practiced civil disobedience
Took part in non-violent direct actions
I Boycotted products
Participated in cultural performances as a form of protest
Took part in an occupation of a public building
. Took part in an occupation of abandoned homes and/or land
Took part in a blockade
Used violent forms of action against property
9 Other (please specify)
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6. Have you ever been a member of any group or organisation?
1  Yes
old No - please go to question 10.



7. Have you ever been involved in any of the following kinds of voluntary / campaigning
groups?
Multiple answers possible. (Please tick only one box for each group you are, or have been,
involved in and distinguish between present and past membership)

PRESENT PAST
a.  Women'’s rights 1 20
b. Environmental/anti-nuclear u u
¢.  Peace a a
d. Gay/lesbian/ transgender u a
€. Development aid a a
f. Human rights a a
9. International solidarity (] a
h. Anti-racist, immigrants rights or pro-immigrants group
i Consumerism/fair trade a a
- Student group a a
k. Socialist a a
. Trotskyist a Qa
m.  Communist a a
n.  Anarchist a a
0. Autonomist / social centre a a
P- Against neo-liberal economic agenda a a
g Local social forum a a
. Alternative media a a
S-  Peasant/farmer a a
t. Charity organisation/social voluntary u u
u. Religious group/religious community a a
V- Trade union a a
w. Unemployed (] a
X Political party a a
9 Other (please specify) a a

8. Now please think of the group that is most important to you. What is its name?
(if there isn’t one please go to question 10)

9.What is the position you have in this group? (please tick only the most relevant box)
4  Member of the leadership
s Paid staff member
20 Voluntary activist/campaigner
1@ Ordinary member
od  Not actively involved in the group
ol  Other (please specify)

10. To what extent are you satisfied with the decision-making processes in each of the following?

Very Very I’'m not
satisfied Moderately Moderately  unsatisfied part of a
satisfied unsatisfied group

Your group o 1a 24 s4d 99
The groups and networks taking
part in the global movement a a a a
Your national political system a a a a
The European Union a a a a
The United Nations a a a a



Now please think about the meetings / assemblies of your group during the last few months. If you do
not belong to any group, or have never attended such meetings, or if your group does not have them,
please go to question 12.

11. Which of the opposing statements below better describes the meetings of your group?
Please tick the appropriate box, depending on which pole comes closer to your own experience.

A | In case of disagreement, it is primarily In case of disagreement, arguments
the quality of arguments that makes a or have a different weight depending on
difference regardless of who produces who produces them.
them.

high importance of high importance of
arguments o] 10 2] o] individuals

B | When there is disagreement, the When there is disagreement, the
opponents usually accept each other or opponents rarely accept each other
as equal discussants. as equal discussants.

usually equal rarely equal
discussants - - - - discussants

C | Most decisions are taken by a few or Most decisions are taken by all
people. participants.

few participants O O O O all participants

D | Decisions are taken by voting, or Decisions in are taken by consensus.
raising hands or similar.

voting (| (| O O consensus

12. In your opinion, which of the opposing statements below better describes decision-making
within networks and campaigns of the global movement?
Please tick the appropriate box depending on which pole comes closer to your opinion.

In case of significant disagreement in
the discussion, it is primarily the quality

In case of significant disagreement in
the discussion, arguments have a

of arguments that makes a difference or different weight depending on
regardless of who produces them. who produces them.
high importance of high importance of
arguments o] 10 2] o] individuals
When there is disagreement, the When there is disagreement, the
opponents usually accept each other as or opponents rarely accept each other as
equal discussants. equal discussants.
usually equal rarely equal
discussants O O O O discussants
Most decisions are taken or Most decisions are taken
by a few people. by all participants.
few participants (| (| O O all participants
Most decisions are taken by or Most decisions are taken by
voting, raising hands or similar. consensus.
voting O O O O consensus
E| Have you ever participated in such network/campaign meetings ? 11 Yes od No




13. Which of the opposing statements below better describes how you think political decisions

should be taken in general? Please tick the appropriate box.

A | In decision-making, it should be In decision-making, the arguments
primarily the quality of arguments or of more resourceful and active
that makes a difference regardless groups / individuals should have
of who produces them. more weight.

arguments od 1O | s resources rather than
arguments

B | In a political conflict, it is always In political conflict, there are
important that the opponents accept or situations in which mutual
each other as equal discussants. acceptance is not important.

acceptance always O O O O acceptance not always
important important

C | In many cases it is right to delegate The participation of all interested
political decisions to others. or persons should always be a priority

in decision-making.
delegation O O (| (| participation

D | Political decisions should be taken or Political decisions should be taken
by voting. by consensus.

voting O O O O consensus
14. To what extent do you trust the following types of institutions and organisations?
Notat A little A fair A lot
all amount

a. The United Nations od 1A 20 3
b. The European Union u u u a
c. National government u u a a
d. National parliament u u a a
e. Local government u u a a
f.  The judiciary a (] a a
g. The police a a a a
h. Political parties a a a a
i.  Trade unions a a a a
j.  NGOs (Non Governmental Organizations) a a a a
k. Social movement organizations a a a a
l. Churches a a a a
m. Mass media a a a a

15. In your opinion, what strategies should the global movement use to enhance democracy?
Please rank these activities; 1 = most important, 2 = second most important, etc.

Q

b. Practice democracy in group life

o

d. Spread information about global problems to the public

e. Promote alternative social and economic models

. Contact political leaders to influence their decisions

. Take to the streets to express dissent publicly

please rank
strategies




16. In your opinion, what should be done to tame neo-liberal globalization?

strongly strongly
disagree disagree agree agree
a.  Strengthen national governments oa .Q .0 s0
b. Strengthen the EU a a a a
C. Strengthen the United Nations a a a a
d. Ble new institutions that involve civil 0 o o 0
society on the European level
e. Build new institutions that involve civil o 0 0 0

society on the international level

17. Now please think of public decisions taken on national issues in your home country over the
last year or so. To what extent do you agree with the following statement?

strongly strongly
disagree disagree agree agree
When politicians in my own country take
decisions, they sometimes consider the
demands of groups with less power. o = 24 sd

18. Some people believe that the involvement of citizens in decision-making processes
implemented by local governmental institutions (e.g. Agenda 21, participatory budget, etc.)
improves the quality of political decisions. Do you agree?

strongly disagree  agree strongly don’t know
disagree agree
o 1 24 sd o

19. Have you ever participated in such a process?

10 Yes od No
20. If you use the Internet, have you: (If you don’t use the Internet go to question 21)
at least at least once less never
once a week a month frequently
Signed online petitions or participated in campaigns
through e-mail and/or mailing-lists/chat? sd 24 = od
Expressed political opinions (in mailing-lists, forums, a a a a
blogs, chat, etc.)?
Participated in a net-strike and/or other forms of a a d a
radical online protest?
Exchanged information online within your political a a a a
group?
Finally, please tell us something about yourself:
21. Sex: 1 female old male

22. Year of birth: 19 [ ]

23. Country of permanent residence: ...
24. Size of the town in which you live:
ol Smaller than 20,000 inhabitants

1d Between 20,000 and 100,000 inhabitants
2 More than 100,000 inhabitants

6



25. What is your employment status?

Tick where appropriate. If you have any doubt, please specify your profession in the box

“other”.
Manual worker 10
Non-manual worker 20
Employer / manager sd
Professional (doctor, lawyer etc.) pim |
Teacher 54
Unemployed, looking for a job s
Retired / early retired 74
Homemaker, no paid work for family reasons / caring work sd
Student - go to question 28 o
Other (please specify) 901
€FlcnooooononomnnonE 050060000 50000E000C00006550050000C000500000500050000
26. Do you have a temporary job? 1 Yes ol No

27. In which sector do you work?

Industry a
Private service sector PN |
Public Education sd
Public sector, other |
Associative sectors (charities, parties, NGOs) 54

Other sector (e.g. Agriculture/Fishery, please specify) 1

28. What is your highest educational qualification?

None 1a
Completed primary school 20
Completed secondary school 34
Passed examinations at undergraduate level 54
First degree 70
Higher degree s

29. “Left” and “Right” are notions used to describe political positions. Where do you place
yourself on this scale?

left right
od 0O 0 3 4 s 4 4 s4 o

991 | cannot/ don’t want to place myself on this scale.

30. Did you vote in the last national election in your home country? (if you did not vote please go
to question 32)

1 Yes od No

31. Which political party did you vote for?




32. ... | did not vote/cast a blank or spoilt ballot because

| was unable/not entitled to vote 1a
There is no political party that reflects my ideals/interests P |
| do not approve of representative democracy sd
For another reason (please specify) o1
T

@ocN)If you want to add something about your commitment, or if you want to comment on this
questionnaire, please go ahead!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COLLABORATION!



